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Part 1:  Introduction 

1. Hook the reader’s 

     attention 

2. Map the issue. 

     Ask, why is it  

     even an argument? 

3. What is your claim or thesis?   

      What do you plan to prove? 



Part 1:  Thesis or Claim 1st steps 



Part 1:  Thesis or Claim 2nd revision 



Part 1:  Thesis or Claim 3rd Revision 

1. Is there a focus character or scene? 

2. Prompt is addressed? 

3. Title of the work? 

4. Author? 

5. Strong analytical verb? 

6. Meaning of the work as a whole? 
 

 

 

 



Part 1:  Thesis or Claim 



2.  Think About the Issue/prompt… 

What needs to be defined? 

 

What needs to be reviewed? 

 

What needs to be clarified? 



3.  Body Paragraphs 

 What supports my 

argument? 

  This constitutes 

several paragraphs 

with reasons, 

evidence and 

warrants. 

Reason my 

thesis is true 

Quote or 

story example 

So What? 



3.  Introducing Quotes or examples 

 ___ states, “____.” 

 According to ___, “_____.” 

 In ___’s view, “______.” 

 ____ complicates matters 

further when _________. 

 In ____’s view, _____.  

Reason my 

thesis is true 

Quote or 

story example 

So What? 



3.  Warranting or Explaining Quotes 

 Basically, ___ is saying that ____. 

 In other words, ___ believes ___. 

 In making this comment,  

   _____ urges us to _____. 

 ___ is corroborating the  

   idea that _____. 

 The essence of this                    

(scene, comment) is ___. 

Reason my 

thesis is true 

Quote or 

story example 

So What? 



3.  Transitions 

 As a writer, you’ve got to tie the 

ideas in your last sentence to your 

next sentence of the new paragraph.  

Transitions and transitional 

    phrases help writers do  

    this.  Choosing the right 

    transition depends on   

    what you’re trying to do. 

Reason my 

thesis is true 

Quote or 

story example 

So What? 



3.  Transitions 



4.  Refutation 

 What will skeptics say and how will I 

refute these views? 

 

 This may be woven into confirmation 

paragraphs or as separate ones. 



4.  Refutation 

 

 On one hand, it can be argued that ___________________________.  

From this perspective, ____________________________.  On the 

other hand, however, the argument can be made that 

____________________________. 

 

 

 In the words of one of the protagonists, 

________________________________.  According to _______’s 

views _________________________________.  This view 

supports/refutes the idea  _________________________. 

 

 

 In sum, then, the issue is whether ______________________ 

      or ___________________________. 
 



5.  Conclusion 

 What are the benefits or implications of 

accepting my interpretation? 

 How does my interpretation  

    impact readers? 

 What is the effect of  

   understanding this?   



The Parts of the Interpretive 

Response 

INTRODUCTION 
(Hook, Map, Thesis) 

BACKGROUND ISSUE 
Why is this important to discuss?                            
(May be part of the intro or body) 

CONFIRMATION 
(Paragraphing support with reasons, evidence and warrants) 

REFUTATION 
(Counterclaims and Rebuttals within other paragraphs) 

CONCLUSION 
(Benefits, Implications, Call to 

Action) 
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